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Green & Blue Project 
Milne Rowntree Interview 

 
 
Okay, Milne Rowntree’s my name, I joined the... RUC in 1978, and I eventually 
retired, the rank of inspector in... 2004, so ten years ago this year, my formative 
time in the police after going to... going through training, my first station was in 
Newry [pause] so I went there in... let me see, probably about, I joined in July ’78 
so, it’d have been about... November time, I went down to... Newry, lived in Corry 
Square in the dormitory along with... quite a few people... some of whom are still 
alive and some who aren’t, that’s the... unfortunate thing, one of the first guys I 
met... actually he, I only met him very briefly because he was moving out of the bed 
and I moved into it and he went to... Crossmaglen or Forkhill, where he was 
subsequently he was, he was murdered... so... I was at the funerals and all that 
there, so that was one of the first people I met. 
 
 
Kevin Thompson, pretty sure it’s Kevin Thompson, I could take you to his grave, he’s 
buried in Portrush... anyway that was a few years later, but I worked in... Newry in 
uniform for about two years and CID for, until 1984, for about four years, it was a 
bit different, we were along the border, so that I was there at the time of the 
Narrow Water bomb and stuff like that, so... any of that, that’s not what we’re here 
to talk about, I suppose, well it might be slightly, but not quite. 
 
 
Well the day of the Narrow Water, which was also the day of Lord Mountbatten, I 
was at the Galway rally and I was coming home, I kept getting stopped by the police 
because, or the Guards because the... there’d been the Mountbatten thing, and then 
as I got closer to the border then, there was all the details because of the bomb at 
Narrow Water, so... although I not exactly what we’re talking about today, but it’s 
the sort of thing happened down there. 
 
 
Yeah, so, that’s all very well, but what we’re talking about is relationships with the 
Garda Síochána that, a couple of different things that I do remember, specifically... 
one was quite a humorous one where... we caught, when I say we, the police in 
Newry caught... a guy for burglary of one sort, now travelling person... I’ll not say 
the terminology we used for him in those days was slightly different, but he would 
have been a resident of the south, and he come north and he got caught and when 
we were inquiring about him we discovered that there had been an incident in, 
somewhere around the Carlingford, Omeath direction where a house had been 
broken into and this guy had come in, an elderly person lived in the house, an old 
man, and probably didn’t actually kill him per se, but he, as a result of his... attack 
on the house and his breaking into the house, this guy like keeled over and died of a 
heart attack, so... nasty, big inquiry on, about they were looking for him and of 
course, we captured him for something else, well then... he was sort of flagged up 
as being a person to be issued... who should be questioned about it, so in those 
days they had things like extradition of course, but it was very difficult it didn’t work 
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terribly well, they would... difficulties in the relationship between north and south 
just even on mundane you know... ordinary criminal matters was fairly... strained, so 
in any event phone calls were made, discussions were had and it was decided that 
this guy was spoken to and asked if he would care to go to... voluntarily into the 
custody of the... the Garda Síochána, and... he said, ‘yeah, okay I will, you know I 
haven’t done anything wrong’... and he knew this guy had died you know, but 
anyway he said he would go and we could... explain the whole situation, so he said 
he would go so that evening, myself and two others went down in the car with this 
guy, and we went down to the border, I was the senior man at the time, in my 
section and I had... less than two year’s service, but I was the senior man, and... 
there was somebody driving and I hopped out and there was a line, there’s a line on 
the road, so that the Army would know not to go over it, they would be in the south, 
so there was this actual painted line in the road so we pulled up just short of it, and 
the car came up and it was just, it was a sergeant out of, I don’t know if he was 
from Omeath or somewhere, I don’t know exactly where he was from, but he was 
down there as a sergeant, not terribly tall, probably about fifty, stocky, big long 
black coat on him when he come up and a bit of a chat, you know? Explained a bit 
about what had happened and all the rest of it, so I says ‘well, this man’s happy 
enough to come over’ and he says, ‘well that’s okay’, I’m actually stood... on the 
other side of this line which is about three inches wide in the middle of the road, I 
don’t think it was yellow, but there was a line, there’s other, other markings on the 
road but the main actual border was this line! Do you know? We’re standing there 
and I says, ‘okay, well I’ll go and get him’ so I went along and says ‘okay, you’re 
ready, and you’re happy enough to go?’ and he says ‘yes, I’m happy enough to go’ 
and he says, ‘you know, I’ve done a bad thing, you know, and I’m happy enough to 
go’, so walking down, and stopped and both of us on our side... he was on the 
other, and I introduced him, I said ‘this is so-and-so’... and I says ‘this man’s from 
the Garda Síochána’, and I says, ‘now just you confirm to me who you are, your 
details, and are you happy enough to go across into the custody of the Guards?’ He 
says, ‘I am’, I says ‘okay, there you go’, and he walked across and he stood and the 
Guard just... got him by the arm and said, ‘that’s grand’, you know, ‘thank you very 
much, I’ll take it from here’, dead on, I was walking back to the car, the next thing, 
all I heard was... I looked around, and he just drew out his arm and hit this boy on 
the back of the head, the Guard... hit the guy on the back of the head, and he, ‘go 
on you dirty wee...’ and he’s whacked him, the boy fell to the ground, he just picked 
him up and trailed him off, so... he ended up in jail and... a bit of ‘instant justice’ I 
think was meted out by the Guard, I think it transpired that the Guard actually knew 
the person quite well who had... 
 
 
Was the victim, so everything was all you know, it was just this... I suppose like 
juxtaposition may be a way of describing it where there was the formality and 
everything was all perfect and all human rights and all legalities were done with, and 
once he came down, yeah... yeah left him with an indelible memory I suspect, you 
know, I imagine, so anyway, there we go, that was one of the first ever dealings I 
ever had. 
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It is... you know the whole thing was all formalised and all the rest of it, so that 
would have been... I can’t remember when that was I mean maybe about 1980, 
round that time, the other main abiding story I have about... relations with the 
Guards in that part of the world, was Christmas morning... Christmas morning, 
middle of the day... 1979 or 1980, and we had a sergeant who was very very 
pernickety, everything was by the book, everything was signed out, everything was 
all formally correct, proper... unfortunately for him he was injured in the bomb and 
he was... badly injured and he still... lives with his injuries today, he’s been disabled 
because of it, and he’s carried on his, he’s had his life and all the rest of it, so but 
this particular time he wasn’t everybody’s favourite sergeant because he asked 
awkward questions and made sure people did things right, and Christmas morning, 
went in and that time we used to patrol in armoured Cortinas, something like that 
there, and all armour-plated, we had Ruger pistols and Ruger rifles in those days, 
and we all had flak jackets... you know the body armour, the hard body armour, and 
we patrolled in twos, two cars, so we headed off, Christmas morning, I was driving, 
sergeant beside me, somebody in the back, another car, I think there was probably 
three in it as well, all tooled up, and... actually we were out in the cars, and we 
called back, there might have been three of us in the car plus him, but anyway he 
got word, the stuff had come down from headquarters to Newry and it had to be 
passed on to the Guards to go to Dublin Castle, we were handed whatever it was, an 
envelope, a box, whatever it was, he says, ‘right you know, we’re going up to have, 
meet the Guards up at the border’, so we went up to the main road form Newry to 
Dundalk, and... Drumad? No, I can’t remember what you call... anyway just where 
you go across the border, I think it’s maybe Drumad... and... we pulled up there and 
it was somewhere we didn’t like going because there’s a wee river in the road again 
there’s surveyed markings in the road, but they knew where the border was exactly 
you know that was... it was fairly clear in our minds where the border was anyway, 
and there actually was a small stream, and that was it, it’s probably still there, and 
the dual carriageway and all cuts it all off now, so... it’s exactly at the place where 
they blew up the, remember the judge that came up and they blew him up? Just at 
that crossing, it’s obviously the same place where they blew up the car that... Tracy 
[pause] I wonder was it Tracy [unclear - 11.17] she was from outside in Coleraine 
here and she was, she was murdered, and they blew her car up, I think they killed 
three people in it, a friend of mine is... still bears the emotional scars, he was in 
charge of the patrol, and they turned around, the second car turned around and 
they got wasted, and they got blown up, but it was exactly that same place, so on a 
Christmas morning about, I’d say about nine, half nine in the morning, I pulled up 
the two cars, so we pulled up... at the border, the Garda car was sitting there and 
two Guards were sitting in it, all the lights and everything on it, we were on these 
unmarked armoured cars and come up, we pulled up, another car sort of pulled up 
on the other side of the road, and... sure we sat there and the boys flashed their 
lights and they got out and walked up to the line, this was the arrangement you 
know, so that... the reason, you felt reasonably secure getting out to go and talk to 
them, so we got out, and I went with the sergeant, and I went up with him and the 
other boys were... out taking cover, guns out and all this here, and... we’re sitting 
and chatted for a while and, ‘how’s things? How’s things going?’ the whole works, 
and he says... ‘do you fancy a wee drink?’ I says... ‘I don’t mind, Christmas day, of 
course I would’, you know but... ‘do you know we’re... but you can’t really, you 
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know, we’re on duty, we’re up here’, and he says, ‘anyway, do you know, we’re on 
the border’, and the other fella says ‘well, sure you could go down to the Garda 
station, it’s just down here at Drumad’, I think it’s Drumad, that might be the wrong 
name for it, but... as you go across, 
 
 
 
And it’s in a semi-detached house, one half was a Bureau de Change, Garda 
station... so I’m pretty sure it’s Drumad, anyway we’re standing there, and he says 
‘sure come on down... come on down for a wee drink, sure it’s Christmas morning’, 
says ‘oh we can’t do that there, how could we possibly do that?’ he says, ‘ah you’ll 
be all right, come on ahead, sure we’ll bring you down, when you get there just put 
the cars up the, into the back of the station, we’ll put the Garda car in front of it, 
nobody’ll ever know’... so anyway, this... very straight-laced sergeant, he, for some 
reason or another he says, ‘well okay’, so we hopped into the car, two cars, says, 
explained to the other ones what we’re doing, said ‘we’re going down there’, so we 
set sail, the Garda car and two police cars, we drove down past the hotels... semi-
detached building... Bureau de Change one side, there was all the Customs 
clearance places, it was dead, Christmas morning, there’s nobody about, come in, 
reversed the two cars, and I reversed in first, the other one reversed in, then the 
Garda car was parked across the front, just at the side of this building, and three 
Guards got out and says ‘right, come on ahead now’, and we marched around into 
the station [pause] and turned out we all had rifles, we unloaded all the rifles, and 
we still had pistols we kept those, we sat them in the corner... I think there was... at 
least six, maybe seven of us, fire was going, there was a Garda sitting in there and 
the two boys were out in the car, and we arrived in, he nearly fell off his stool, ‘jeez, 
what’s happening?’ so we come in and... one of them went back outside, and sort 
of... keeping dick I suppose! God knows what would happen, they never really 
thought, thought the whole thing through, so we’re sitting there and he says ‘you’ll 
have a wee drink’, I says ‘ah well okay’ so we all got a wee glass of whiskey and we 
sat there and I always remember the sergeant, Bob he, he did this thing and he got 
a candle, he got a candle, got this candle, I can’t remember exactly what he did but 
he held a coin into the spoke of the candle... and then got somebody to go like this 
here down, roll the coin down, 
 
 
I can’t remember the whole ins and outs of it, but it ended up with one of the 
Guards with this big black line down here, and it was only a bit of craic, we were 
there for about half an hour, the other thing that, there’s a couple of other things 
stick in my mind about it, was... in our communications room and it was quite 
sophisticated I suppose for those days, but you flicked down a button... press a wee 
buzzer underneath it, and it put you straight through to the Guards in Dromad, I’d 
spoken to them a whole pile of times before, at the other end I says, ‘we need to tell 
them where we are’, he says ‘ah, there you are’ and there was a black Bakelite 
phone with a wind-up handle on the side of it, so I picked it up and [makes whirring 
noises] and it buzzed at our end, and the old boy John was doing comms, so I said 
‘how are you doing? Milne here’, ‘what are you doing on that line?’, I says ‘well, 
don’t be telling anybody we’re down here, you want us, you’ll get us here, it’ll only 
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be ten or fifteen minutes’... he says ‘okay, okay you know, are you sure?’ ‘yeah, it’s 
okay, it’s all under control’ so I sat there, so my, then had another wee drink, and 
then I might even had... another one! However, well we had a couple of drinks, 
suffice to say, but it must have been later on in the morning, in fact it must have 
been about lunchtime... because we... got this, next thing the phone rings and says 
‘could I speak to Milne?’ so I went onto the phone, ‘how are you doing?’, says ‘listen 
the boys are getting a bit worried here’, because we had arranged to have the 
Christmas dinner, and the girls had cooked it all and it was all ready to go and they 
were waiting on us coming back from this mission... so eventually we... we left, on 
our way out, the boy says, ‘you’re taking me down with you?’ I says, ‘no, no, no it’s 
okay’... and he says, ‘open up a cell’ and in the cell there were cases of beer... what 
looked to me like a keg of beer as well, all sorts of beer, boxes full of spirits, and 
boxes and boxes of spirits, and we all left with a bottle of whiskey each. 
 
 
 
And... prior to that, the other thing that really sticks out in my mind was we were 
sitting there, in the Garda station in the south, with all these guns which we 
shouldn’t have been there, and... all the rest of it, but hopefully the statute of 
limitations applies! So it wasn’t, it wasn’t a major thing, we were sitting there and I 
said, ‘you know... it’s really strange being here’, and he says ‘oh I don’t know, sure 
you’re nearly in the north, what are you talking about?’ and we looked out the back 
window and about a hundred yards away... was... I think it was a Church of Ireland 
church in Jonesborough, which was in the north, and you could actually, if you come 
along, if you’re going down that motorway now, but if you were to go in, 
 
 
It sits up on a hill, and I can still see it in my mind’s eyes, and I don’t know if it’s 
even used or certainly not used regularly, but it was way back then it was still being 
used, but it was in the north, so the, the actual Garda station was closer to the 
border than we were in Newry, you know? So... then the result was we hopped into 
the car [pause] we drove up in the two cars, went and had our Christmas dinner! 
So... 
 
 
 
A bit of an unusual sort of an adventure, you know. 
 
 
 
Not a thing, not a thing, it was... unusual you know, but there you go, that was... 
my dealings with the Guards down there. Any other dealings I had there was in CID 
and it was on a different level, it was on a more professional level, they’d have... oh 
Lord, we were talking about Breen, Harry Breen and those guys that were killed, and 
that happened shortly after I’d have been in the CID, we were in and out of the... 
Dundalk station on a regular basis... down with, papers had to be signed and we’d 
have cross-border investigating a lot of murders, people were in the south and fired 
rifles into the north, so we’d have been up and down, we got to know quite a few 
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people, indeed I would have known and met a few people who have featured 
prominently in... certain inquiries, but you know it was just... we knew them but 
[pause] I don’t, there’s absolutely no harm in telling this one, [laughs] we went 
down to get some papers signed, and there was three of us went down, and it was 
between Christmas and New Year, and we... in plain clothes we drove down, no 
guns or anything, we left our guns behind because... some of our colleagues had 
been arrested for having their guns, and ended up in Dublin one Sunday night, but 
that’s a different story, they’d gone across to get papers signed... so we went down 
to do whatever it was we had to do and we’re sitting in the office, and says ‘we have 
to go this’, and I says, ‘oh sure we’ll go with you’, so... three of us headed off, down 
the road and [pause] just arrived into, pulled up outside the Garda station, and went 
in, and the boy says, ‘ach hello, how are you doing?’ you know, ‘come on up, they’ve 
come to see the DDU’ right, brought us up in, up in the office, and we’re sitting 
chatting and the document whatever it was signed, and all the... business up, and... 
and he says ‘do you fancy a wee drink?’ these stories always come round to drink, 
don’t they? And I says ‘well, I don’t know’ and he says ‘ah you’ll be safe enough’, 
and he says ‘wait until I make a wee phone call’, so the phone, next thing this boy 
come in, and he’s, he says he was a detective... but when I say detective, they 
meant he was one of the armed sort of you know, because armed Guards tend to be 
in plainclothes, and... he says ‘the boys were you know, we’ll take them for a drink 
to a hotel’, I can’t remember where it was, so we went to the hotel, I remember 
buying cigarettes in it, out of the machine, and they were southern cigarettes and all 
that there, but we went in and they bought us a drink, we got them a drink, and 
they bought us a drink, another drink and... the guy, Kev was driving, he’d just a 
couple of pints, and we’re sitting there and... says ‘sure we’ll go and do the club’... 
so we went to the club which was Dundalk Football Club Social Club, and it was 
packed, there was some sort of a do on that evening, and we were brought in there 
and we were made totally welcome, we went in, it was announced who we were, 
‘these are boys from the police station up in Coleraine, or in Coleraine, in Newry’, 
and all these people up and shaking hands with us and all the rest of it, and... I says 
‘this is all a bit scary’ and he says, ‘come here’, and the boy who was with me, the 
Guard, he says ‘come here and out’, and here was this boy standing outside in the 
rain, just in the shadows, Uzi submachine gun, just standing there waiting, 
watching, and there was a couple of them there actually, they were... giving us 
protection, you know, so if somebody had to come to hit us, they’d be hitting them, 
and there was that level, it was sort of ad hoc, unofficial sort of stuff, but we... we 
had a great night actually, and one of the guys ended up having for a period of time 
thereafter, a fulsome relationship with a woman, a Ban Guard  as they called them, 
a woman Garda and that all flowed from that as well, but... anyway it was very, 
very... 
 
 
No we weren’t, we weren’t at all comfortable, but the guy who did it knew the 
people there, and... they were, do you know, when I say it was packed it was only a 
wee tiny place, and there wasn’t that wild many people there, but... he was 
comfortable enough to tell them, he was comfortable enough with their knowledge 
of it, in those days you didn’t have mobile phones or anything like that there, so you 
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know, and we weren’t there that terribly long, but long enough to have a few drinks, 
a few drinks you know, and then we cleared away off. 
 
 
It probably was, it was somebody who we had, we had dealings with, and had 
knew, and we’d been I suppose involved in joint investigations into horrible things 
that’d happened, you know so... certainly they had a [pause] what would you call it, 
a healthy... understanding of the security issues, and the consequences of that, and 
we’d have had the same sort of basic [pause] perception of what the IRA might be, 
and they weren’t any more supportive of it than we were, you know, the impression 
of most Guards I met were very much like that, they had [pause] I think, I think it 
goes back to the, the general makeup of a police officer, in England, Scotland, 
Wales, Ireland, it doesn’t matter, they’re very conservative, they have fairly strong 
views about things, they definitely believe in law and order, they believe in the 
sanctity of life, and... people’s rights, you know and they’re, there’s the occasional 
rogue in it, you might get a sort of a bully type person in it, but by and large... all 
the same and the Guards I met, exactly the same you know they, they like process, 
they like doing things properly, and they like to have an odd toot, now and again! 
So... yeah it was a bit strange to be announced, but... 
 
You know, quite a few of the people who were there were from Newry... now not 
quite a few, there’s a few people there who are originally sort of Newry people, a 
thing I found about working in Newry was... not a part of the world I was familiar 
with, but... there was a very staunch nationalist ethos to the whole town, the... 
there was IRA men running about, and very you know that very sort of violent 
republicanism, and that was maybe about five per cent of the town, but everybody 
else was very supportive of the police, the... it wasn’t like Derry, different sort of 
vibe to it altogether, they were, they were very supportive of nationalism, they 
supported the idea of a free, united Ireland, but they weren’t willing to go and kill 
people over it, and they didn’t particularly support the people who did, but they 
couldn’t publicly go out and talk about it too much, and then there was a smaller... 
you’re thinking of more Protestant, Protestant sort of people in, in the area who 
would have been very supportive of the police, but they tended to be... a bit like... 
most of the nationalists, you know they were just middle of the road, wanted to get 
on with life, and make a living, raise their families, but there was this rump of 
terrorism, which kept... attacking people, there wasn’t really any Protestant 
terrorism down there I don’t think, not not so much you know, it was very much the 
republican... 
 
 
 
 
It was the end of ’78 whenever we went there. So all that, that had been as well, 
but then, oh there was lots, you know... people who stopped talking to somebody 
going home, getting a phone call to go back in to investigate their murder, you 
know? And that sort of thing, so... 
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Used to be a part-time reserve, or full-time reserve now I suppose he would have 
been, who... was a member of Sandy, Sandy Street Presbyterian Church, and on 
earlies... the, see once every four weeks, he insisted on... his absolute right to 
attend church, and it had to be facilitated, I don’t know how the, they work it out 
nowadays, but... need to go, and there was people detailed to go and check the 
area and go in and sit outside when he was in church, and if he was working, he 
went in uniform, and if he wasn’t working he [pause] he, he just went down to 
church but somebody had to be there you know, all the time, a bit of a prime target. 
 
 
That was really it then, the only other time that I’d any dealings with the Guards 
whenever I was down there really was in... again it was, we had to go and 
interview... someone in relation to a [pause] I can’t remember what the case was, 
some sort of sexual... victim, some sex offence, and the... it was a big long, ongoing 
investigation, and I was there and there was a guy in charge of it, and he kept 
having to go and interview people, and I was over in... for instance I went to 
Ardrossan, they were in Scotland, you go and interview, this, it was all to do with 
sex offences in Newry and it was cross-border as well... while we were there we 
went out with the Scottish police to the pub at night, and... who did I meet but this 
boy who says ‘where are you from?’ realised we were both from the north of 
Ireland, and we were chatting... and this guy turned out to be... a former [pause] 
IRA man, who’d only one leg because he was knee-capped, because he had broken 
the code, but he, he came along and he... he told us, he started telling me all these 
stories, he says ‘oh I could tell you all about what happened over the past four 
years, I’ve been here two years, but... prior to that I know exactly what happened’, 
and we ended up just having to stay in Scotland for about four days, ‘cause he 
would only talk to me and he would only talk to me in the pub, and I was sitting 
there making notes about this, and accommodating, briefing Special Branch men 
and all, but we found out about a whole pile of stuff, cross-border stuff and that was 
good, neither here nor there, but... out of the... it was that same inquiry into the sex 
offences, right... and there’s people in Dundalk being involved, it was, it was 
something along the lines of, a bit like that thing that was in Coleraine there 
recently, where a family member was using one of their children, was prostituting 
the child, there was... I remember the story used to be, a guy John who was 
investigating, he would have said, says ‘how many weeks is there in a year?’ and I’d 
say... ‘fifty two inches’ [sic] ‘aye, one less than the number of allegations there is 
about this or that’, you know it’s all this sort of stuff, but anyway he was, he was all 
over the place, and we took turns, well actually different ones had to go because he 
couldn’t be away all the time... but he and I got sent to... Dublin to go and interview 
a witness, and we went to Dublin, and the Guards picked us up off the train and the, 
where did we drive to? I think we went on the train [pause] no, no he drove... 
anyway we got down there and went along, and we had to go and interview this girl 
who worked in a hotel, she was from Derry but she’d been involved in this thing, 
and she was working in Dublin, and we headed down to go and see her. 
Communications weren’t quite what they are now, we got there and she’d given up 
her job and was back to Derry! But that was neither here nor there, so the Guards 
said ‘ach well, we’ll arrange’, we were staying overnight, and the Garda had a big 
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training area, sports grounds and all this here and a lovely big social club, and there 
was accommodation in it, there was about six rooms in it or something like that, and 
we went and stayed in that for a night, God that was some fun. It was rather, rather 
interesting, we... like there was all sorts of does on, functions and we just got 
paraded around and introduced to everybody, but the really strange thing about it I 
found at the time was the guy who was in charge of the social club, in charge of 
the... you know, the I don’t know, he was chairman or whatever it was at the time, 
was actually a Protestant from Belfast. And somehow or other he had joined the 
Guards, I don’t know the... whole ins and outs, the background of it, but he was 
chatting away, and he turned out to be a Protestant from Belfast, but he, 
 
 
He had managed to get himself this sort of a role within the, the athletic association 
of the Guards, and... strange, strange who you meet, you know? Well that was a... 
that was a rather unsuccessful trip with the Guards, I must say! Socially it was, 
socially it was wonderful, but... 
 
 
 
And in that part of the world... my final [pause] reminiscence is of... I worked in 
Ballymena would you believe, and Ballymena is the heroin capital of Belfast, of 
Northern Ireland, and there was a few difficulties there and we were trying to sort it 
out, and somebody came up with the bright idea that perhaps we should go and... 
meet the Guards, and go on a fact-finding trip to see how they dealt with it, so off 
we went, and it started off at the... the Southern Regional Commander was to go 
and the Chief was to go and the... CID Inspector was to go, for various reasons they 
couldn’t go so I was in charge of the deputation of... myself, a sergeant and two 
constables, and we set sail on, with, went on the train this time, we got picked up 
by the Guards, and it was some... a totally sort of unreal experience, they were 
taking us around, you know... forget what you call the big estate, the one that’s the, 
the big estate in Dublin where all the bother... 
 
 
Ballymun. We went to it, and we went into the Garda station there, and we were 
chatting, and then we were going across to the social, it was like a community 
centre in it, so we were standing at the Garda station, waiting to go across, the guy 
spoke to them, he was standing having a smoke, and we’re standing outside, and he 
said ‘what’s that there?’ and her watching them, we could see what was going on, 
they were dealing drugs and it was about, about, wouldn’t have been fifty yards in 
front of the police station, at this community centre, and then we went over there, 
and the guy who ran it was... a former... inverted commas probably, well he was, he 
had been convicted, membership of the IRA and offences like that, and he was the 
community worker, and he was work, introduced to us as RUC men, and we had a 
very instructive and constructive discussion of it. Drugs, and the use of it, and all 
that sort of stuff, and they took us to a drug rehabilitation place where they... these 
Guards that we were with who were, worked in drug squad and stuff like that there, 
and they took us... to this place, and to see where drug addicts could go to get 
clean, and it was the most depressing place I was ever in in my life, was these 
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craiturs running about... after about eighteen months they were fairly clean you 
know, and they’re in the place, but ‘Jesus, it’s great, I’m going out and getting a flat 
in Ballymun, I’ll be moving back out and it’ll be fantastic’, but you knew rightly... and 
the Guards there knew rightly that within a month you know, they’d be back onto it 
again... it was a bit depressing the, the social aspect of that one was quite enormous 
as well, with both large quantities of... of Guinness at night time... trying to get into 
Dublin Castle to get cars out to go home and it was quite bizarre the whole thing, 
but... a very interesting fact-finding tour. 
 
 
 
‘Right, well we’re going for a meal, right, we’ll have some Guinness, a couple of pints 
of Guinness with the meal, right’, order the meal, have another pint of Guinness, 
and then they come and say, ‘right here’s your starter’... you’re eating your starter, 
another round of Guinness, main course, another round of Guinness, dessert, 
another round of Guinness... and then they’d be standing there, half seven or eight 
the next morning, all bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, they must have just lived in 
Guinness, you know... that’s quite... quite some fun now [pause] so, but that’s... 
we’d probably had other sort of minor dealings with the Guards... at scenes of 
bombs and stuff like that there, incidents and... other would have been just sort of... 
waving across the border, they would be on duty on one side, I was on duty on the 
other, so... we never had any great... particular dealings [pause] all right, other than 
those ones you know. 
 
 
 
We were going to talk about... Derry. 
 
 
There’s a couple of, a couple of different, different things... one of them would be 
involving, I was saying to you there, there’s... I have a photograph of the aftermath 
of this here, but... in the days of yore way about in the mid-80s they had a whole 
pile of roads blocked off, you know small roads heading across the border were all 
blocked off, it’s working okay, yeah? 
 
 
So... the... they had various different dragon’s teeth and holes in the road and all 
that sort of stuff, but the [pause] every now and again we got wind that somebody 
was going to open up a border crossing... so we... on this particular day I was 
working in a unit up in Derry, I was a... a sergeant at the time, so I was in charge of 
part of the unit, and then information was that republican sympathisers were going 
to open this road as a form of protest, and either they had all sorts of machinery all 
ready for doing it and they’re going to do this, that and the other... so information 
was good, we had two full units, that was about, sort of about twenty five, thirty 
people in each unit... our unit was in a ditch, which... we sat in the ditch from, we 
started work about three in the morning, we headed out at about... half, about four 
o’clock, under cover of darkness, went along, somebody had reconnoitred the place 
and we found the ditch, and we sat in the ditch... all sitting there with... batons and 
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rifles and couple of shields and all the, all the stuff like this here and all... dressed 
for like [pause] layers and layers of clothes on to keep us warm, because it was 
really, really cold, it was frosty sort of, must have been the winter time, so we went 
along, and we sat in the ditch, the other unit, they were at the top of the field, in 
behind the hedge... overlooking, they’d have been about two or three hundred 
yards, say about a hundred and fifty yards from where we were, the ditch we were 
in actually, the ditch continued around and actually delineated the border once it 
came down the bottom of this field, so we were literally sitting there and the [pause] 
we’re only maybe about twenty foot away from where the dragon’s teeth were, 
we’re sitting, big metal... construction in the middle of the road, or not metal, 
concrete... construction, big blocks of concrete... so we sat there and we sat there, 
and we sat there and got day of light, and one of my abiding memories was we had 
a policewoman with us... and the shape of this ditch was that... they came along, 
there was a right angle which led down to the actual border crossing, and we were 
in the ditch then that took another right angle back up the bit further and as we 
were there for hours people needed to relieve themselves, they went round the 
corner, and... the policewoman started to get very very quiet... and very quiet, I said 
‘what’s wrong?’, she says ‘I’m absolutely bursting to go to the loo’... and I says ‘go 
on around the corner’, she says ‘I’m not going around the corner and twenty or 
thirty boys sitting watching me going to the toilet’, I says ‘well I’ll tell you what I’ll go 
around, you go on around the corner I’ll make sure that nobody comes down’... and 
she wouldn’t, she wasn’t satisfied with that, she held on to it! It was quite, 
 
 
Quite, quite an ordeal for her, and I know whenever we got back to base that she, 
she didn’t hang about! I would put it that way, so anyway we were there, and 
there’s no sign of anything coming and [pause] at the end of the day there were a 
couple of people who would have been known... came along and attempted to, or 
got out and started to look at this, this thing that was blocking the road, and they 
were, they were stopped and dissuaded, and away they went, but the information 
had been they were coming along with tractors and they going to lift everything, but 
it never actually happened like that, but there we were... about twenty five or thirty 
of us in the ditch, tooled up: rifles, machine guns, baton guns, everything, ready for 
any eventuality... another... posse of people up at the top of the hill, ready to do the 
same, as well as the people in there, we had people sitting with vehicles ready to 
come out to extract us or to... lift prisoners, we had people set by to deal with all 
these people we’re going to arrest... but in the end of the day, I can’t remember the 
exact ins and outs of it, I think somebody came along in a car from the southern 
end, and came up and had a look, and drove away again and that was it, the... it 
didn’t actually happen, but... we had, we had this whole thing, and decided ‘right, 
that’s it, we’re calling it off’ and [pause] said ‘okay’, and they says ‘right, could you 
talk to our friends down at the thing?’, so we got up out of our ditch, walked down, 
so we had somewhere between fifty and sixty... armed police on our side of the 
border, and there’s two Guards... in a... unmarked, no in a marked Garda car, was 
the support on the southern side [laughs] it just showed the contradiction between 
the, the two jurisdictions and muddle... what, the approach that we had, so their, 
their approach was ‘yes, we’ll come along, if something happens in the north, they 
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can deal with, if it’s something in the south, well no details, or we’ll stop them’, you 
know, and... so... different, different ways of doing things. 
 
 
Well, totally different resources as well, you know we’d have had military support 
there as well if we needed it, so... so that was... the [pause] I suppose it was really 
only about the only time I’d any great dealings with, but I have a picture of... of 
someone sitting, we had the superintendent came down, we got our picture sitting 
on the border crossing, and if you look along all the heads, it was my wife pointed 
out, and every, somebody took an official photograph, a police photographer, and I 
still have a copy of it, but in amongst all the... we all had the green police hats on, 
there’s a blue hat, and it’s a Guard standing just behind us [laughs]. 
 
Yeah, it was... probably the main... dealing I ever had you know directly with the 
Guards, we would have, on occasions... at night time in particular they’d have 
reports of activity maybe at a border crossing, we’d have gone up, on a very ad hoc 
basis just to have a look, and you’d have found, you know a car on the other side 
and the lights would flash and you’d go up and have a bit of a chat, sit on... the 
concrete bollards, have a bit of a smoke and a bit of a chat, usually found that... in 
those sort of informal occasions that the Guards would come across, the actual 
line... it was usually a ditch, a wee, a wee shaugh somewhere, but they would come 
across, because they weren’t carrying guns, if we went into their jurisdiction carrying 
guns it was, you’ve got all sorts of technical difficulties, so they would come across, 
you’re only talking stepping across, and have a wee smoke and a bit of a chat, 
‘how’s things going?’ ‘not too bad’, but flowing from that, we... within, I was in the 
section, in charge of the section of men in Fort George, which was in Shantallow, 
was the police station’s name, they discovered that the rural area of the, on the city 
side of Derry, was we were responsible for all the checkpoints and stuff like that, but 
we got to know a Guard from Buncrana, and he always seemed to be on the same 
shifts and he would have phoned across you know, they’d been discussing matters 
of mutual... interest, which happened regularly, ‘do you know anything about... so-
and-so?’ and because you’d met somebody and, up at the border you maybe met 
them two or three times, and you’re having just a bit of a chat with them, then the 
next thing you’ve something you’d be thinking about, ‘boy you know I think he’s 
from... you know a boy from Buncrana, such-and-such?’, ‘do you know a boy from 
Derry, such-and-such?’ ‘What sort of a boy is he?’ You know, it was informal 
exchanges going on, but this one particular fella, who he wasn’t from Donegal, and 
he was living up there, a young single fella, most of my section were young single 
fellas, I wasn’t long married myself, and I was... for a social occasion, but this guy 
when we had Section Ds for a couple of years he used to come and join us, he 
would have come across at night time down at the police station, and where there 
was a recreation room and he would have sat and chatted, he got very friendly with 
the boys, except that one guy... a full-time reserve man who was getting married, 
when we had a stag party for him, in Portrush, this guy came along with us... and 
he came along and we ran a bus down from Derry to Portrush, picked people up in 
Limavady and Eglinton and Greysteel, and as they came down, which... one of the 
things we did to alleviate the pressure for people who were living in police stations 
up there, the Rec Club would have paid... all or part of the cost of a bus to go from 
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Derry to wherever you wanted to go and bring you back again, and there were a 
number of buses we used, but your man he appeared over to the police station, 
hopped on the bus, and he came with us, and we had great craic, he was leading 
the sing-songs, the whole works, so it was real... I don’t, I don’t think he actually 
went to the wedding, but he went to the stag party, and it was... it was, it was 
probably the same you know, but I’ve forgotten the name I can’t remember, I think 
I’ve a recollection he might have been called John, but I’m not a hundred per cent 
sure, but eventually he got promoted, he got promotion and moved away down out 
of, out of Donegal, so we sort of lost track of him in that sense... so that was, 
 
 
But it was on the basis do you know that it was just people that worked basically the 
same shifts and you’d have bumped into him, you know these two peelers standing, 
do you know, having a chat about things, you know so [pause] I’ve just 
remembered another... it’s not, not... exactly, it wasn’t really anything to do with the 
Guards, but the Guards were brought into play in the, in the bit of tomfoolery that 
went on, but... at the time we had a very young gullible police officer, lovely fella, 
who’s still in the police and he’s done very well for himself, but he was bit naïve shall 
we say, and we had... something, the thing was called Maglites, these big long 
metal torches, and which the police now issue, but at that stage they just gave you 
a wee plastic thing, so when one of us would have bought Maglites, I have, I’ve a 
couple of them at home, engraved and the number on them so they wouldn’t get 
stolen and they’d maybe about eighteen inches, two foot long, and full of batteries, 
a very powerful light off them, and then you’d get a red cone which went on top of 
it, and I was in Shantallow, so we were covering the border area and we’re going 
out... we went out to, we were doing road stops and it was coordinated with the 
Guards who were supposed to be doing the other side, so I don’t know if they were 
or not, but we went out, and we’re using these torches to stop, and this young fella 
had been away for his holidays or something, he come back onto night duty, and 
somebody come walking in, after we’d done all the briefing, came walking into the 
Inquiry Office where we’re waiting before we went out... and this big torch, he says 
‘what on earth’s that there, what’s that?’ I says, ‘have you not seen these, we just 
got issued them’, ‘oh God, they must be sixteen or more inches’, ‘now marvellous 
thing you know, they’re great for signalling, signalling... ships at night time, and for 
helicopters’, no it was my phone... ‘look for helicopters you know to signal them in 
to land’, he says ‘God that’s fantastic’ you know, you know you can use them for 
road stops and things as well, so he went out that night and we let him use, stopped 
a few cars, and... of course a few of the older hands decided to take the Mickey out 
of him, so next night we were going out to do this operation, where we were going 
to have a major operation involving the Garda and the Army, and they were going to 
move some secret group of people in to somewhere at the border, where they were 
going to do an operation and we had to provide cover for them, and the Guards 
were doing stuff on the other side, so we went up to the... we finished the briefing, 
he came in and the boys, the SDO, the Station Duty Officer says ‘skipper, skipper... 
it’s on’, and I says ‘it’s on?’ he says, ‘it’s on’ – a big wink. And I says ‘all right’ and 
this guy, we’ll not mention his name was standing there anyway, and I says ‘look at 
that there’, and he says ‘we’ve just got the through, the submarine will be coming in 
to Culmore Point, in about an hour’s time’... and of course this boy was standing, 
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‘what do you mean, submarine?’ ‘yeah, it’s... well we’ve known about it but we 
haven’t mentioned it to you, there’s this operation, and what they’re doing, the 
Special Boat Service are sending some people in to go up onto the border to do this 
operation, and we have to go down and provide a signal for them down at Culmore 
Point, at one o’clock’ or something like this here, he says ‘how are you going down?’ 
and I says ‘well that’s really what that, that torch you know we’re using last night, 
that’s really what that’s for is, is for signalling helicopters and to ships and stuff, so 
this submarine will be coming in and the guys will be rowing ashore, and the Army’s 
all ready with five ton trucks to come up and pick them up with their equipment and 
then they’ll be coming in here and then they’ll be going out in under cover vans’, so 
we come up with this whole elaborate, absolutely phantasmagorical story, this boy 
says ‘oh remember when we said oh it happened there a few weeks ago we had to 
do the same thing you know’ and he says ‘but we need somebody in to signal’, and 
he was like a wee pup he was going, ‘but, but, but...’ and I looked around and I 
says... ‘right, you’re going to come with me, and my crew, because you’re not, what 
height are you?’ ‘About six foot three’, and I says ‘right, you’ll be best to hold this 
thing up so it’ll be able to see it most clearly’, so Culmore Point is just... coming out 
of the city heading north, heading towards the border and this wee spit goes out 
into Lough Foyle, so we went down, there’s a wee beach there which we all knew 
about, and we had this guy standing for about three quarters of an hour, with this 
torch up, flicking it on and off... as a signal to... and everybody knew about it! The 
people in Waterside, the police in Strand Road, everybody knew about it, and I 
imagine that the Guards, ‘cause they would have been chatting to them, saying ‘look 
what we’re doing tonight’, and this guy, and we stood there for about an hour, and 
kept... the boy in communications would call me on the radio, and say ‘right we had 
the signal there, yes they’re coming in, like can you keep an eye out for it?’, ‘is that 
thing about there?’ you know, it was horrible. 
 
 
Oh he did, and it actually, it came on the radio again, I went in, spoke on the radio, 
came back to... ‘that’s it, it’s been called off, they’ve had to abort, they’ve some 
mechanical problem, but they’re going to try maybe later on, or maybe tomorrow 
night’, he says ‘oh right, right okay, Jesus that was exciting’, you know ‘it’s fantastic’, 
this guy was so pleased, the next night then he wanted to know if he could bring the 
torch out again in case we had to go and get them, and nobody told him. 
 
 
Well, he did find out about, I’d say maybe a year later... or longer, but nobody told 
him, everybody, everybody was just laughing, and this craitur was walking about... 
thought... 
 
 
He’s much wiser now, let me tell you, I wish I was as wise as he is, but... not 
directly involving the Guards, but they came into the story a bit... the tomfoolery, 
you know. 
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And the only, the only other one, just comes to mind, the Guards, was... in relation 
to an abandoned mortar... and but it was a different sort of relation with the Guards, 
because I was up in... in a helicopter... the Guards would say... ‘there’s a car 
abandoned at a border crossing’... and somebody went out and spoke to them, and 
they told him what it was, and they’d have blocked the road, and we’d block the 
road on the other side, you know leading up to this border crossing, and my role 
was to go up in a helicopter to see, have a look from the air, so... I went up and did 
that and I thought we’ll just hop into the helicopter and we’ll go and do it, and it’s 
one of those... strange things you know, there we were, up had a wee look, on the 
radio, said ‘blah, blah, blah’, told them what I could see, said ‘that’s fine’, then they 
waited, and the Army dealt with it actually, and [pause] on our way back it was, 
some sort of bother in the, in the middle of the city, and there was a vehicle 
hijacked, and we were sent to look for it, but the problem then was that, that time, 
we were up in the air for about an hour and a half, maybe nearly two hours, I don’t 
know, it seemed, it seemed like about three weeks, because I was absolutely 
bursting for the loo, and if you’ve ever been in a helicopter, sitting on the floor, one 
of the wee tiny helicopters and it was buzzing and vibrating... it was interesting! 
 
 
 
But then, that’s really... you know in regards direct relations with the Guards up in, 
up along the border, you know it was... quite often talking on the phone, because 
quite often, usually in the middle of the night, talking to people up at the border, 
but... because it was such a confined area, it’s not like the border in Fermanagh you 
know, it was fairly confined border area... and there was a lot of control, so there 
was three checkpoints in the... we didn’t really have that much... day-to-day sort of 
business with the Guards... one of them, now just talking about checkpoints, on the 
Culmore Road... on a Sunday night, because of the licensing restrictions, this was 
back in the early eighties... no, mid-eighties, mid-eighties, because of the licensing 
restrictions a lot of people went on a Sunday night over the border, and there was a 
whole pile of different establishments, but there’s one just across the Culmore 
checkpoint, I don’t know where it was, and we used to have to go out, because the 
Army that were out there... or the UDR, whoever was manning the things used to... 
really hassle the local public coming back and forward, so the police went out, and 
took over the patrol on the road, and were a bit more... amenable... and it meant 
that they didn’t have to, they’d always had to go out and deal with complaints 
anyway, so if we went out first of all, and it’d be easy, didn’t have the complaints, 
but... we’re out this night and we’re waiting, you know say one o’clock in the 
morning, the buses were starting to come, due to come back... and we’d have gone 
on and checked them, and quick searches around them, you know all this sort of 
stuff... but we were standing there one Sunday night, probably about one o’clock in 
the morning, I’m not sure what time it would have been, but this car pulled up, and 
I was standing there and there was a police man stopping, and he says, again I was 
a sergeant at this stage, ‘sergeant could I have a word with you?’ he says, ‘there’s 
an accident back down the road there, this car’s damaged you know, I’m not sure 
maybe somebody’s been knocked down’, I said ‘right, whereabouts is it, do you 
know, we need to go down to it’, he says ‘no, no it’s okay, the Guards are dealing 
with it’, and I says ‘oh, great but where you’re describing isn’t across the border, it’s 
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just around that corner, about about quarter of a mile’, it was about two mile to the 
border, says ‘no, no, no definitely the Guards are there’... it turned out... there’d 
been a fancy dress party, and... down in whatever pub it was... down south, on their 
way back they’d been in an accident and there was people hurt and we had to go 
and deal with it, but when we got to the scene, there was a Guard, but it was a guy 
in fancy dress, with a sort of a half Garda uniform, he was directing the traffic. 
 
 
Yeah, it was just funny the, do you know the, you know they reported it was an 
accident, but the Guards were dealing with it, and then as we talked, we realised 
that it was in the north, and why are the Guards dealing with it, you know so we 
investigated it and found it was again, fancy dress. 
 
 
[Pause] I don’t know, we could describe it in any way because any contact I had 
was a very informal business, which you’ll remember all those conversations that... 
 
 
There was, there were, there were sort of, there was... my, my impression, my 
understanding was that there were fairly defined lines of communication, so do you 
know had a... had a... maybe not at a government level but certainly on a day-to-
day basis... because [pause] if you take, if you sort of take the political allegiances 
out of it, what we were contending with was criminals, they were using firearms to 
disrupt the community, north and south, the Guards didn’t want them down there, 
because they came down and walked about as if they were cock of the north, and 
took that authority of being a Provie down with them, and visiting Derry and then 
vice versa, you know, they up with us, they were up to... whatever they were up to 
in the north, but it was well known in the south and they were being monitored I 
suppose, on both sides but, but for us was a terrorist situation became a criminal 
situation in the south because they were down there, and tended not to live by the, 
the sort of the rules of the land, they would have tended to [pause] a lot of these 
guys when they’re in their sort of... don’t like using the word ghetto, but if they’re in 
the Creggan or the Bogside or wherever, they were big wheels, and what they said 
went, they used that same authority in the, in the backing of a group of... of 
thuggish individuals who would, so... they cause problems in... in the south. 
 
 
 
[Pause] Yeah, it was... strange times, but... we survived you know, I did anyway. A 
lot of people didn’t and a lot of people still aren’t [pause] and I’m sure it’s the same 
in the south too. 
 
The only observation I would make, that any Guards I ever met were the same as, I 
met them in numerous things through sporting occasions and stuff like that there as 
well, which is a totally different... aspect to what we’re talking about... and talking to 
policemen in England, and Wales, and Scotland... and even from some people from 
France and Belgium I’ve met over the years and there’s, there’s a similarity amongst 
police officers in that they’re there to try and uphold the law and administer it in 
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some sort of a fair fashion on behalf of society and the people are outside that and 
they causing bother, be it terrorist or criminal... well then there’s a common thing of 
wanting to try and deal with that, so no matter what governments might say you 
know there’s a sort of a... a characteristic traits I suppose of a police officer you 
know? And certainly any Guards I met were very much of the same... the same 
nature... I don’t know, there’s been all sorts of analysis done on it, I’m not going to 
try and usurp that, but... living life in a somewhat similar fashion, you know? 
 
 
 


